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Background and History

ÁRestoring the Everglades and Florida Bay hinges on increasing water levels 
in the Everglades National Park while simultaneously managing the 
resulting seepage

ÁThe Central Everglades Panning Project included installation of a curtain 
wall as part of the seepage management strategy

ÁSeveral studies have identified curtain walls as part of a comprehensive 
flood protection strategy in South Dade

ÁA recently completed project funded by the Miami-Dade Limestone 
Products Association demonstrated the concept 

ÁSFWMD is advancing an initiative to implement a curtain wall project in 
South Dade 
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Flooding Is An Issue Further South
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Characteristics of Curtain Walls

ÁIn South Dade, the goal is to improve 
flood control in areas impacted by 
elevated water tables

ÁThe use of a less permeable material 
placed in the flow path will help manage 
groundwater

ÁGoal is to allow a little higher water level 
in the natural areas (keeping the water 
where it is needed) while achieving a 
little lower water table in the developed 
areas

Reduce groundwater 

effects on flood control

High water table
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Characteristics of Curtain walls

ÁPassive groundwater 
management solution that is 
typically not operated 
(switched on and off)

ÁNon-selective in function as it 
blocks flows in both directions

ÁEffective solution to provide 
flood protection in conjunction 
with other measures including 
pumping

ÁLittle to no maintenance and 
operational costs post 
construction

Curtain Wall enhances 

the performance of 

existing projects with 

less pumping

Existing projects 

manage seepage with 

pumps
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Curtain Wall Concept is not New

ÁDates back to the 
1990s

ÁEvaluated as part 
of the SFWMD 
South Dade Study 
completed in 2016


